
ver the last 28 years, Michele A. Whitham has been a legal authority on 
matters of business, energy and environmental law. An expert litigator, 
she is the senior partner and owner of Whitham Law, which is located in 

Boston, Mass. Throughout her career, she has taken on cases regarding intellectual 
property, international litigation and arbitration, labor and employment, real 
estate and development, and regulatory and government strategies. Additionally, 
she has advised global businesses, litigated claims involving computer fraud, and 
represented employers in federal and state courts. Regarded for her excellence in 
the courtroom and her rapport with her clients, Ms. Whitham became involved 
in her profession after spending the beginning of her career as an educator. “I 
was on the faculty and part of a multidisciplinary group at Cornell from 1976 
to 1988, but the more time I spent in academia, the more that I began to realize 
that law would be a great companion and enable me to take part in changing the 
world and making a difference,” she says of her journey toward the legal field. In 
1988, she earned a JD from Cornell University and shortly after became admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Massachusetts.

In recognition of her professional excellence over three decades, Ms. Whitham was 
named a Top-Rated Lawyer in Boston by Martindale-Hubbell®. The peer review 
organization also honored her with a 15-year anniversary award for upholding 
and maintaining an AV® Preeminent™ rating for more than half of her career. Ms. 
Whitham is also listed among the Massachusetts and New England Super Lawyers. 
To remain at the top of her field, she is an active member of the legal community. 
She is a member of the board of directors for Lex Mundi and the society of fellows 
for the Boston Bar Foundation. Additionally, Ms. Whitham is affiliated with the 
Massachusetts Bar Association, the Unified Court System of the State of New York, 
the Community Dispute Resolution Program and the American Bar Association.

Based on her experience in litigating and advising on data theft, systems breach 
and cyber attack cases dating back to 2005, Ms. Whitham founded and co-
chaired Foley Hoag’s Security and Privacy Practice Group. She conducts internal 
investigations of alleged employee misconduct, and protects companies from 
internal and external threats to computer systems and proprietary information. 
As she looks to the future, she intends to continue her work with Whitham Law 
and Foley Hoag’s Security and Privacy Practice.
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Career Highlight:
One of Ms. Whitham’s greatest 

achievements was representing an 
individual who was held captive as a 

slave by Middle Eastern captors.

What makes her unique?
Ms. Whitham’s honest nature, 

fair-mindedness and toughness 
separate her from other 

professionals in her field.

Awards/Honors:
• Top-Rated Lawyer in Boston, 

Martindale-Hubbell® (2015)

• AV® Preeminent™ Rated Attorney, 
Martindale-Hubbell® (2015)

• 15-Year Anniversary with an AV® 
Preeminent™ Rating

• Listed among Massachusetts and 
New England Super Lawyers

Education:
• JD, Cornell University (1988)

• Master of Science in
Human Development, Cornell 

University (1987)

• Master of Arts in Teaching in 
Education, Cornell University (1971)

• Bachelor of Arts, Cornell 
University, Phi Beta Kappa,

College Scholar, Cum Laude (1970)
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