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ebbie M. Schaum is a professional in the field of aviation sciences 
known for opening the door for other women to succeed in a 
male-dominated industry. Today, she is the associate chair 

of applied aviation sciences at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
where she oversees four majors in the department, including 
commercial space operations, air traffic management, aerospace, 
and occupational safety and meteorology. Ms. Schaum has worked 
at the university for 22 years, during which time she has not only 
established her expertise in meteorology and aviation, but she has 
developed programs for elementary, middle and high school students 
to introduce them to meteorology as a career. In recognition of her 
professional excellence, Ms. Schaum was recognized as a Professional 
of the Year by Worldwide Branding in 2016. This distinction adds to a 
long list of professional accolades achieved over the last three decades, 
including being honored by the University Aviation Association.

Before joining the faculty at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Ms. 
Schaum was a member of the U.S. Air Force and the ROTC. Whilst 
there, she created a scholarship program for students, which made 
her realize that she wanted to pursue education after completing her 
service. “I felt that I had an innate understanding of students’ needs 
and [an ability to reach] out to the middle school students to explain 
the real-world benefits of math and science,” she says, adding that “I 
prompted them to keep in mind the importance of joining aviation and 
meteorology.” Ms. Schaum feels most gratified in her career by her 
ability to reach so many students who have now gone on to have very 
successful careers in aviation and meteorology.

Ms. Schaum demonstrates top skills in university teaching, curriculum 
design and development, higher education, and student affairs. She is 
referred to by her students as a wonderful instructor who makes time 
for each of her pupils — even when her busy schedule doesn’t allow 
for office hours. As she looks to the future, Ms. Schaum intends to 
continue working for the university and inspiring the next generation 
of aviation professionals.
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WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO ENTER 
THIS PROFESSION:

Ms. Schaum became involved in 
her profession because she is 

a retired major of the Air Force 
whose primary responsibility 

was working as a meteorologist. 
She has tried to open the doors 
of aviation and meteorology for 

women, who are traditionally 
underrepresented in the field, 
by acting as a role model and 
reaching out to middle school 

children to give them an 
introduction into the area.

IN HER FREE TIME:
When she is not engaged in her 
professional duties, Ms. Schaum 

hosts international exchange 
students. She also serves as a 

volunteer mentor for foster children 
and the physically challenged.


