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love people and I believe that with a little hope and someone to believe in them, change can be 
made,” says Cherie Medina, who revealed that her work as a senior probation officer enables her 
to fulfill a calling from God. For the last 16 years, she has dedicated her life to public safety within 

Riverside County in California. Rather than simply monitor offenders to ensure they do not commit new 
crimes, she develops relationships with offenders to help them want to do better for themselves. “Many times 
it becomes easy for offenders to fall back into old habits — they spend time with the same negative influences 
that got them into trouble in the first place. I feel it’s my job to remind these individuals that their personal 
and criminal history does not have to dictate their future,” Ms. Medina says, adding that she often becomes 
a confidant for offenders who haven’t previously had a support system in their lives. For Ms. Medina, her 
work hits close to home. Growing up, she faced issues in her family that led to deeply rooted pain that few 
people around her had experienced. Today, she is able to relate to the offenders with whom she works and 
acts as an advocate for them.
In recognition of her professional excellence throughout her career, Ms. Medina was distinguished as a Top 
Female Professional in August 2016. She has also been honored as a Divisional Employee of the Year, 
Probation Officer of the Year and Woman of Distinction. In addition, she received the Burt Van Horn Award 
for outstanding performance. Ms. Medina is an honored member of The International Women’s Leadership 
Association, Strathmore Who’s Who and Phi Beta Kappa. When asked what she believes has contributed 
to her success, Ms. Medina noted that it has been a result of hard work and the educational foundation 
upon which her career has been built. Ms. Medina earned a master’s degree in psychology and a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice, which she received with honors.
Looking to the future, Ms. Medina has no intention of slowing down in her quest to help others lead positive 
lives after running into trouble with the law. She intends to continue working as a probation officer for 
Riverside County in the years to come.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
Ms. Medina is tremendously involved in her community as a representative of Riverside County. Last year, 
she and Deputy Probation Officer Leon Reynolds represented the department’s Youth Accountability Team 

(YAT) at the fourth annual Paws 4 Law fundraising event. The Paws 4 Law Foundation is dedicated to raising 
awareness and support for the Murrieta Police Department K-9 Unit and K-9 Units in the surrounding counties.

IN HER FREE TIME:
Ms. Medina enjoys spending time with her children and grandchildren. She also enjoys the beach, the 

mountains and the outdoors in general, as well as cheering for the San Diego Chargers. Additionally, Ms. 
Medina supports Mad Hands, a nonprofit organization through which she teaches art to kids.

HER GREATEST STRENGTH:
Ms. Medina considers her heart to be her greatest strength; she is always on the side of the underdog, 

and she is an advocate for those who have been treated unfairly.


