
Jeanne Elinor Karison has dedicated the last four decades 
of her career to students pursuing higher education. Driven 
by a passion for teaching, she began her career at the 

elementary level. Through a natural progression of opportunities, she 
took on roles such as director of the teacher-friend program in a local 
school district, and high school principal in the Murfreesboro school 
system. “The greatest part of education is watching students connect 
to the curriculum in their own way,” Dr. Karison says, adding that while 
the process may be the same, it’s always an individual experience that 
is wonderful to watch unfold. As an educator, she feels that her greatest 
challenge is ensuring that her lessons are appropriate for students of 
all levels of aptitude, so that those who are more advanced do not lose 
interest, and those who are falling behind do not suffer.
Throughout her career, Dr. Karison has been asked to present on a variety 
of topics at workshops and conferences. Most recently, she presented to 
the North Carolina Community College system on the topic of engaging 
students in the classroom. When asked what she considers to have been 
her greatest accomplishment thus far, she noted that it was being asked 
by the Lieutenant Governor of Alabama to speak to the state education 
department on drug use and prevention programs.
As she has progressed professionally, Dr. Karison has also furthered her 
own education to develop her skills and refine her expertise in education. In 
fact, she completed a Ph.D. while working full time as a teacher at Auburn 
University. Thereafter, she attained the role of manager for Alabama State 
University’s early childhood education program. Today, Dr. Karison is proud 
to work in the English department at Roanoke-Chowan Community College, 
where she is tasked with teaching coursework in reading and writing.
In recognition of her professional excellence, Dr. Karison was selected as 
a member of The International Women’s Leadership Association in 2015. 
As she looks to the future, Dr. Karison intends to continue working in 
higher education so that she may positively impact the next generation 
of working professionals.
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