
wenty-six years ago, Joanne Fern was prompted to enter the field 
of equipment upon the suggestion of her husband. “My husband 
was an operator of heavy machinery and one of the firms needed 

more owners and operators, so I took the leap and became involved in 
an industry that I now love,” she says of her beginnings in the field, noting 
that she originally intended for the job to be a contract opportunity. 
Today, she is the owner of J&S Operated Equipment Rentals, a rental 
excavating, demolition and grading firm located in Palmdale, CA. Along 
with her husband, Scott, who has more than 40 years of experience with 
every type of construction equipment, Ms. Fern has helped to create an 
experience for her customers that is unlike any other. “We have been 
superintendents, so we know how to stage projects to get the most out of 
our customers’ money,” she says, adding that her company’s philosophy 
is to be fair, honest and thorough in all of the work that they do. For Ms. 
Fern, the most gratifying aspect of her career is when she drives past a 
project that she and her team had a hand in creating. “Although we 
have done so many jobs over the years, we remember almost every one 
and we are proud of each of them,” she says.

On a daily basis, Ms. Fern is responsible for the operations and administration 
of the business. In addition, she manages all of the marketing for the 
company. “We serve the areas of Orange County, Los Angeles County, 
San Bernardino, and Ventura, so it’s important that we reach as many 
people as we can in Southern California,” she says, adding that referral 
and repeat customers have added a tremendous amount of business 
over the last two decades. With a focus on always improving the business, 
Ms. Fern is happy to announce that in 2017, they will be adding abatement 
to the list of services that they provide to their customers.

In recognition of her professional excellence over nearly 30 years, Ms. 
Fern was named a Top Female Professional by Worldwide Branding. 
Standing out in an industry that is male-dominated has been her ultimate 
goal, which she believes she has achieved. To remain at the top of her 
field, Ms. Fern maintains memberships with the Contractor’s Blue Book, 
the Air Resource Board and the Council of Better Business Bureaus. She 
revealed that she attributes her success thus far to her perseverance, 
hard work and ability to keep customers satisfied. In the years ahead, 
Ms. Fern hopes to keep busy, continue to provide excellent customer 
service, stay happy, and put people to work.
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T Services offered by J&S 
Operated Equipment Rentals:

Demolition
Land grading

Excavation
Coming in 2017: Abatement

Areas served:
Southern California, 

including Orange County, 
Los Angeles County, San 
Bernardino and Ventura

Successful because …
Ms. Fern attributes 
her success to her 

perseverance, hard work 
and ability to keeping 

customers satisfied.

Commitment to
the community:

Ms. Fern’s husband was one 
of the first responders after 
the 1994 earthquake, and 
she brought the survivors 

food. Today, she continues 
in her work with Angels 

Against Hunger.


