
a career that has spanned more than 13 years, Shelby L. Cearley 
has met with success because of her absolute and unwavering 
commitment to education. Since she was young, she knew that she 

wanted to pursue higher education as a career because of the values and 
passion her parents instilled in her. “My father was a Marine and as a college 
professor, my mother was the first one in her family to receive a doctorate 
in English and technical writing — she ended up teaching at a community 
college for 40 years,” Ms. Cearley says, adding that it felt natural to follow in 
her parents’ footsteps while creating strides of her own. Today, she excels as 
the director of graduate admissions and designated school official at Texas 
Tech University, where she has made a transformative impact on the structure 
of the admissions department at the university. To date, Ms. Cearley’s greatest 
accomplishment has been reclassifying the positions within her department, 
including the development of her current role, so that the office may be 
professionalized in a way that has not been done before. In recognition of 
the excellence displayed since joining the faculty in 2003, Ms. Cearley was 
the recipient of the Campus International Action Award. She has also earned 
outside recognition from Worldwide Branding, a networking and branding 
organization that honored her with the title of Top Female Professional.
Ms. Cearley is a graduate of the NAFSwA Academy for International Education 
(Class IV), which has provided the foundation for the successes she has 
achieved throughout her career. Noteworthy projects during her tenure have 
included presenting admissions- and credentials-related sessions at regional 
and national conferences, and acting as a delegate for the 2007 Baden-
Württemberg Seminar in Stuttgart, Germany. She served as the RAP/admissions 
liaison for NAFSA Region III from 2008-2010 and as the coach for the Region III 
cohort for the NAFSA Academy of International Education for Class VIII (2011), 
Class IX (2012), and Class X (2013). Ms. Cearley is also a member of the NAFSA 
Trainer Corps, and she served as co-credentials editor of the RAP Admissions & 
Credentials newsletter, wRAP-Up, from 2010 to 2012. With aspirations to reach 
educational professionals on a grander scale, Ms. Cearley is a contributing 
author for the NAFSA Online Guide to Education Systems Around the World.
Having achieved so many milestones of success in her career, Ms. Cearley 
remains humble because she wants to be an inspiration to women around the 
globe. She is most gratified when she is in a mentoring role, especially within 
Texas Tech University, which prides itself on being a major comprehensive 
research university that retains the sense of a smaller liberal arts institution for 
both women and men. Within her field, she has helped many women take 
part in short-term study-abroad programs. Ms. Cearley’s message to women is 
simple and impactful: “Go out into the world and tell them you have arrived.”
As she looks to the future, Ms. Cearley intends to finish a master’s degree and 
begin a doctoral program in international education.
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In Why did you choose the 
field of  education?

In addition to the influence of her 
parents, Ms. Cearley notes that her 
biggest inspiration was her maternal 
grandfather. He was desperate 
to go to college and to become 
a professor, but he was unable to 
achieve his goal because he had 
a family to take care of. He always 
instilled in his family the value of 
education. Eventually, he became 
an entrepreneur, opening his own 
gas station, construction company 
and real estate company.
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Hobbies/Interests:
In her free time, Ms. Cearley 

enjoys scrapbooking, playing 
the piano and flute, and 

volunteering in her local church.
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