
s an active member of the Poudre Wilderness Volunteers, Margaret Shaklee has been assisting the 
Canyon Lakes Ranger District of the United States for the last ten years. With an evident passion for 
nonprofit work, she demonstrates an expertise in public administration. In utilizing skills drawn from 

her previous roles, Ms. Shaklee is well-equipped to manage and protect the wilderness and backcountry 
areas within the Poudre Wilderness Volunteers jurisdiction. She became involved in her profession after 
working in social and health services in Washington for 20 years. When Ms. Shaklee retired, she moved 
to Colorado, and joined Poudre Wilderness Volunteers as a way of getting involved in the community. 
In 2009, she received a request to serve as the treasurer, and she has been very active within the 
organization since then. When asked about her career successes, Ms. Shaklee stated that her success 
has been due to her optimism and the fact that she feels she found a career that is a perfect fit for her.
“My greatest strength is listening to people, understanding all sides of an issue and helping others come 
to a decision,” Ms. Shaklee says. Her perseverance in times of challenge is a testament to her incredibly 
inspiring character. In 2012, her home was caught in the middle of a wildfire that overall destroyed 
87,000 acres and 259 homes—her family lost over 3,000 trees on their own 20-acre property. Her task of 
rebuilding while remaining committed to Poudre Wilderness Volunteers was a feat unlike any other she 
had previously accomplished. According to those around her, Ms. Shaklee is someone who aims for and 
achieves social change so that she may help make the world a better place through her actions.
To prepare for her career, Ms. Shaklee earned a master’s degree in public administration and became 
heavily involved with Kappa Alpha Theta, the very first fraternity for women. In the 26 years that followed 
her academic achievements, she was the recipient of numerous awards and honors, including that 
of Outstanding Employee from Territorial Savings & Loan, Outstanding Employee from the Department 
of Health and Social Services, and Outstanding Member of the Poudre Wilderness Volunteers. Looking 
ahead, Ms. Shaklee intends to work hard as the chair this year. She is also learning as much as she can 
about the volunteers with whom she works.

TOP SKILLS:
Public administration; Volunteer work; Nonprofit organization management; Project management

SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE …
Ms. Shaklee has been successful because of her optimism, her listening and organizational skills, and her

detail-oriented manner. Additionally, her desire to stay occupied into retirement has allowed her to succeed.

HOBBIES:
Ms. Shaklee loves cross-stitching, bead work and making jewelry. She also loves traveling the country. 

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT?
“The single best achievement in my life has been raising my very successful children,” says Ms. Shaklee.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE:
Looking ahead, Ms. Shaklee hopes to travel and see areas of the country she hasn’t yet experienced.
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