
r. Suzanne Summerville is the owner of ArtsVenture, a music 
publishing company that specializes in the distribution of music 
of 19th-century German composers. Driven by her unique 

passions, she also puts music to the poetry of Aldelbert von Chamisso and 
Adam Bert. Backed by more than two decades of diverse experience in 
the music industry, Dr. Summerville demonstrates her talents as a mezzo-
soprano singer and music producer. In her career, she has recorded 
three CDs and is considered a local celebrity in her town of Fairbanks, 
Alaska. She has also served for more than 20 years as a professor of music 
for the University of Alaska. Honored with a Governor’s Award for the Arts, 
Dr. Summerville has performed at venues across the world and has given 
recitals in New York’s Carnegie Hall, London’s Wigmore Hall, Leipzig’s 
St. Thomas Church, and other venues in the United States, Germany, 
Holland, Poland, France, Norway and Canada.
Most recently, Dr. Summerville was honored by UAF at its inaugural 
Women’s Center gala.  For women in music, she has been idolized as 
a great inspiration and an even greater contributor. She began her 
career after achieving a Bachelor of Arts in music from Randolph-
Macon Woman’s College. Thereafter, she obtained a diploma in 
song and oratorio from the Vienna Academy of Music, a master’s 
degree in music from the University of Houston, and a doctorate 
in historical musicology from the University of Berlin. She remains at 
the top of her field through her affiliations with the Fairbanks Arts 
Association, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Alaska 
Humanities Forum and the Alaska Legislature. Notable projects 
that Dr. Summerville has spearheaded include her work as artistic 
director of musicALASKAwomen, an international festival dedicated 
to compositions by female composers. She also founded the 
International Alliance of Women in Music.
Dr. Summerville demonstrates top skills in music, composition, music 
theory, classical music, music education and history, orchestration, 
orchestic music, musical theater, and more. Today, she continues 
to compose musical collections of the work of Fanny Mendelssohn 
Hensel to the poetry of Goethe and Lord Byron. In recognition of 
her professional excellence, she was named a VIP of the Year and 
a Top Female Executive by Worldwide Branding in 2015. As she 
looks to the future, Dr. Summerville intends to continue composing 
music to be shared around the world.

Learn more about
Dr. Summerville:

LinkedIn

Read about UAF Honoring
Dr. Summerville at its inaugural 

Women’s Center gala:
Daily News Miner

Listen Now!
YouTube

Work History:
Dr. Summerville served as a professor 
of music and women’s studies at the 

University of Alaska Fairbanks from 
September 1978 through May 1999.

As a professor of music, Dr. Summerville
taught voice, conducted the 

university and community chorus, and 
founded the Honors Program and

Women in Music program.

Top Skills:
Music Composition

Music theory
Classical music

Music education and history
Orchestration

Orchestic music
Musical theater
Vocal coaching
Event planning

Songwriting
Editing

Music technology
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/suzanne-summerville-a3371716?authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=gkdO&locale=en_US&srchid=706325431469322614146&srchindex=2&srchtotal=6&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A706325431469322614146%2CVSRPtargetId%3A55523847%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary%2CVSRPnm%3Atrue%2CauthType%3ANAME_SEARCH
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/inaugural-uaf-women-s-center-gala-to-honor-suzanne-summerville/article_0051ae3c-d51c-11e4-8d09-9b1921820faa.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQ7UJpxK5z4

