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If there’s one thing that Marilyn Wood has learned about success over 
the last two decades, it’s this: Every position offers the opportunity to 
master new skills, expand one’s network and develop professional 

maturity. It is important to hold on to one’s passions and goals, but 
equally important to realize that there are many pathways and many 
ways in which one can achieve success.

Ms. Wood’s own journey has brought her to her current role as a freelance 
historian on Australia’s colonial history and 19th-century British imperial history. 
She works with a number of historical societies, government entities, community 
groups and businesses to promote cultural tourism and a conservation of 
heritage. Recognized as an expert in the historical research of these areas, 
Ms. Wood often takes on projects to review, edit and fact-check articles 
and books for clients. An advocate for the heritage of her homeland, she 
is extremely gratified by her career, noting that each day feels like a source 
of renewed energy and inspiration. She became a freelance historian in 
response to the demand for scholars in Australia and elsewhere to examine 
the relationship between British settlement in overseas colonies and its effects 
on indigenous people. With a background in anthropology, Ms. Wood was 
ideally suited to move into the historical study of frontier race relations. As a 
result of her involvement with her church and armed with a Master of Arts 
in theology, her historical career path expanded almost seamlessly into the 
study of religious influence in colonial society and the more generalized 
development of Australian society and culture.

Ms. Wood attributes her success to her passion for scholarship, the collegial 
support she has received from a number of mentors at university and 
community organizations, as well as the encouragement she has received 
from her family and friends. To stay at the top of her field, she is a member 
of the Dharug and Lower Hawkesbury Historical Society Inc., the Royal 
Australian Historical Society, the Society of Australian Genealogists, The 
Society for the Study of Early Christianity, the Newcastle Family History 
Society, The Australian National Maritime Museum and the Liberal Party of 
New South Wales. As she looks to the future, Ms. Wood intends to consolidate 
her historical consultancy service and her involvement with the cultural 
tourism industry. She also aspires to continue her role in the transformation 
of local and regional historical societies through their greater engagement 
with government, private enterprise and new technologies.
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EDUCATION:
Master of Arts,

Sydney College of Divinity
Master of Arts in Modern History, 

Macquarie University
Bachelor of Social Sciences, 
with Honors, The University of 

Newcastle

AWARDS & PROFESSIONAL 
RECOGNITIONS:
University Medal,

The University of Newcastle, 
Australia (1995)

The University of Newcastle’s
Ken Gordon Memorial

Honors Scholarship
The University of Newcastle’s 

Establishment Group Prize
The AWEUN Prize in

Gender Studies

IN HER FREE TIME:
Ms. Wood is part of the lay ministry 
team at her local Anglican church.

This involves the pastoral care 
of other parishioners, Bible study 

sessions, chalice ministry, as well as 
being on the roster for reading and 

intercessions at church services.
Also, when she is away from her 
professional duties, she enjoys 

fine art, especially 19th-century 
Australian art and the European 
master artworks, reading about 

history, politics, theology, 
philosophy and true crime, and 
cooking, especially international 

dishes and cake decorating.
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