
Timothy L. Mercer

Access Hospital

Social Worker

Summer 2016 Newsletter

he recipient of a Distinguished Humanitarian Award this year for 
his extensive work over the last four decades, Timothy Mercer is 
a nationally recognized social worker based in Dayton, Ohio. Now 

working with Access Hospital, he demonstrates prominence as a treatment 
and recovery aid for patients with a range of mental illnesses. “I entered 
my profession because I wanted to help patients achieve their potential 
and improve their quality of life,” Mr. Mercer says, adding that he works 
with patients facing a number of mental disorders, from depression, to 
anxiety, to personality disorders and schizophrenia. With a focus on helping 
people solve and cope with problems in their everyday lives, Mr. Mercer 
is particularly equipped to provide top-of-the-line services in a psychiatric 
hospital environment. He is most gratified when his patients are stabilized, 
which leads to their return to the community. In his career, he has held many 
roles that have led him to his current position. Previously, he was a social 
worker for the Twin Valley Behavioral Healthcare System, a social worker for 
the Dayton Developmental Center, a social worker for Montgomery County 
Welfare and a youth counselor for Operation Sister United.

From a social work perspective, Mr. Mercer has learned that the most 
intensive discharge planning program involves the collaboration of all 
parties, including the patient, their family, the hospital treatment team 
and outpatient providers. This approach provides the best chance for 
patients to maintain their stability when living in the community. Mr. 
Mercer notes that the most gratifying aspect of his career is seeing patients 
stay out of inpatient facilities because of the extensive discharge planning 
that he, in part, coordinated. Recognized by his colleagues and patients 
as wonderful, caring and dedicated to his career, Mr. Mercer earned a 
South Community Behavioral Health Care Community Service Award, an 
Outstanding Community Service Award and the title of Professional of the 
Year in Social Work by Worldwide Branding.

Mr. Mercer’s career is supported by his academic background. He holds a 
Master of Science in education, with a concentration in counseling, from 
the University of Dayton, and a Bachelor of Science in education from the 
same institution. Attributing his success to his hard work and dedication, 
Mr. Mercer intends to continue offering social services to patients in 
psychiatric settings in the years to come.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

Social Work
Discharge Planning

Coordination

HOBBIES/INTERESTS:

In his free time, Mr. Mercer 
loves traveling and antiquing.

EDUCATION:

Master of Science in Education, 
Concentration in Counseling, 

University of Dayton
Bachelor of Science

in Education,
University of Dayton

HIGHLIGHT OF
HIS CAREER:

The highlight of
Mr. Mercer’s career was 
winning two awards for

his service to the community.

PROFESSIONAL 
SUMMARY:

Mr. Mercer has been a 
social worker and counselor 
for the past 30 years of his 

professional career,
during which time his work 

has been focused on the 
treatment and recovery of 

patients who are
severely mentally ill.
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