
    health care professional with global recognition for her consulting 
work as an anesthesiologist, Dr. Nedra VandenDriesen has dedicated 
her career to working with high-risk patients who require precise 
attention and multiple treatments. She demonstrates expertise 
in a number of areas, including clinical pharmacology, regional 
anesthesia, clinical education and teaching. At Royal Perth Hospital, 
where she serves as a consultant anesthesiologist, she is responsible for 
managing recovery room indices and outcomes, as well as focusing 
intently on perioperative medicine and pre-anesthesia assessment 
and optimization. A pioneer for process improvement and change in 
the medical field, Dr. VandenDriesen is on the cusp of furthering her 
studies in health leadership. “To be able to influence health paradigm 
access to health care starts with doctors and health professionals,” 
she says, adding that certain guidelines and strong policy should be 
made from the providers themselves — not insurance companies.

Dr. VandenDriesen received a doctoral degree in intensive care 
and pain medicine from The Royal College of Anesthetists in 1994 
and a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene in Epidemiology, 
Tropical Medicine and Infectious Diseases from the London 
School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene in 1990. She also holds 
a Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of Surgery in Medicine, 
earned from the University of Western Australia in 1986. She is a 
fellow of the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists 
and The Royal College of Anaesthetists.

Dr. VandenDriesen’s Advice for a Successful Career:
“Have a good work ethic and surround yourself with the support

and inspirations of great role models.”

Highlight of her Career:
“The highlight for me was the amazing way our hospital worked together at the time of the Bali 

Bombings. People appeared and did what had to be done to a very high standard.
It made me very proud to be part of the service.”

Charity Work:
Volunteer, Australian
Kidney Foundation

Australian Federation of 
University Women

Australian Save the
Children Fund

Australian Red Cross

Amnesty International

Médecins Sans Frontières

Breast Cancer
Research Foundation

Did you know?
Dr. VandenDriesen was 

selected as a
Professional of the Year in 

Anesthesiology by
Worldwide Branding in 2016.
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