
An artist, visionary and spiritual leader, Edward Joseph Elias 
has dedicated his career to helping, supporting and giving 
encouragement to others around him. The owner of his own 
studio, he demonstrates an expertise and uniqueness in the color 
combinations that he layers to create a visual experience for 
anyone looking at the art. Many of his pieces are developed using 
glass mediums, which he discovered following years as a studio 
potter. “I was immediately intrigued by the similarities between 
throwing pots on a wheel and shaping glass on a blowpipe,” Mr. 
Elias says, adding that he has followed this area of art for more than 
30 years due to the fluidity and limitless potential of glass to use color 
to create rhythms, movement and glowing interactions with light. 
Additionally, he loves glass for its ability to reflect metal-like effects 
when incorporating certain oxides. “You can make glass appear 
any way that you want it to,” he notes. Mr. Elias’ creative expertise 
is backed by techniques learned during his education. He studied 
at the Haystack School of Crafts and Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, where he earned a Master of Fine Arts. Today, Mr. Elias 
continues to work not only in glass, but also in clay. His clay and 
pottery pieces are on display at his studio.

Aside from his artwork, Mr. Elias is highly regarded in his community 
for his involvement with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. An Aaronic priest, he acts as a spiritual leader, helping 
patrons of the church to overcome personal challenges that 
they might be facing by instilling in them an unwavering faith in 
God. For his leadership in the church, he was the recipient of a 
Humanitarian Award in 2015.

Mr. Elias has also been recognized for the work that he has done 
with the Royal Canadian Legion, which is Canada’s largest 
veteran and community services organization that advocates 
for the care of veterans and their families. Mr. Elias serves in an 
executive position with the organization and works to create new 
programs for the nonprofit.

As he looks to the future, Mr. Elias intends to continue working as an 
artist and priest throughout Canada, with the hope of bringing his 
influence across the world.

Using art to influence the 
viewer:

Mr. Elias uses his art to evoke a 
remembered visual experience: 

a garden, a Tiffany window, 
a Monet painting, a bird, etc. 
Each piece brings a surprise of 
unexpected, personal visual 

imagery to the viewer.

Did you know?
Thirty years ago, Mr. Elias’ art 
focus was primarily on clay.

His initial encounter with
blowing glass came from 

spending a day with a
student-teacher at the University 

of Massachusetts,
Amherst glass studio.

He felt drawn to this area of art 
immediately and has immersed 

himself in the craft ever since.

Color combinations:
Using small chips of colored 
glass called “frit,” Mr. Elias 

has created over 100 color 
combinations. By layering these 

unique “glass recipes” over 
gathers of clear glass, he is 

able to develop ever-changing 
surface effects.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints:

Mr. Elias was ordained to 
the office of Elder in the 

Melchizedek Priesthood in 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Ladder-day Saints
by Michael Morton, whose 

priesthood office is High Priest, 
on October 4, 2015.
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