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Company Histor y & Facts:

• Production at J.E. Ekornes 
Fjærfabrikk begins in 1934

with three employees
• The first Stressless® chairs 

were launched on the
Norwegian market in 1971

with much success
• Sales revenues in 2013
totaled NOK 2,611 million

Contact:

www.rolfaarseth.com
www.ekornes.com 

Did you know?

Ekornes’ Line of Stressless® 
luxury recliners and armchairs 

are the only recliners and 
armchairs endorsed by 

the American Chiropractic 
Association. 

Industr y Recognitions

• Executive of the Year in
Business Development

& Management,
Worldwide Branding (2015)
• Elite American Executive 

(2015)

urchasing beautiful, long-lasting furniture is one of the 
best decisions a homeowner can make. More than just 
an element of décor, furniture is usually an expression of 

those who occupy the space and helps to anchor a home’s overall 
vibe. From classic to modern, art deco and contemporary, various 
interior design styles influence buying trends, but essentially what 
most consumers desire is high-quality pieces that are worth the 
investment. Rolf Aarseth, an engineer by trade and president of J.E. 
Ekornes USA, helps ensure that the products manufactured by his 
company not only meet but exceed customer expectations each and 
every time.

A native of Norway who has been with Ekornes since 1980, Mr. 
Aarseth moved overseas two years ago and established J.E. 
Ekornes USA. Having moved through several roles, formerly serving 
as a plant manager for J.E. Ekornes SA for six and a half years, 
he is now responsible for strategic and business development. He 
also oversees production and operations to maintain the brand’s 
integrity as a provider of practical solutions to users’ everyday 
problems, such as pain or discomfort in the back. Using state-
of-the-art tools, high-quality leathers and fabrics, the design and 
development team constructs products that are not only built well, 
but done so in an efficient and environmentally responsible manner. 

Mr. Aarseth is proud to work for a company in which he has 
been able to steadily progress through hard work while developing 
his leadership skills. In addition to an economics diploma and a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering from Aalesund University College, 
he has completed several management and leadership programs. 
Though he looks forward to continued growth within the U.S., he 
hopes to be able to eventually retire and return to life in Norway. 
Outside of work, Mr. Aarseth enjoys traveling and golfing.
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