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John H. Tilley 
Recipient of the 2015 Lifetime 

Achievement Award 
Having led a fulfilling, 46-year career in the field of technology, John H. Tilley 

retired from his role as assistant vice president of business development for Hughes 

Network Systems LLC’s Director Satellite Division. There, he utilized his profound 

expertise in systems engineering management to oversee high-technology 

engineering equipment and total communication systems. He was also responsible 

for designing and building total communication systems, and leading marketing 

activities. 

Mr. Tilley always knew that he wanted to become an electrical engineer and started 

electrical projects as a child. He also wanted to work on the transatlantic cable 

communication system. His initial assignment in the industry was with Bell Labs in 

Murray Hill, N.J., where he designed the undersea amplifier repeaters that were to 

be placed approximately every 20 miles along the undersea cables connecting the 

United States and Europe. He also completed a graduate thesis, which 

mathematically analyzed the cable fault location system, and discovered a serious 

flaw that would have caused a great financial disaster if it had not been discovered 

until after the system had already been set up. He transitioned to Dynamic 

Corporation of America in 1966, where he spent his first three years with getting the 

company up to speed in making magnetic devices for quartz crystals and mechanical 

filters used to support their radio business. In 1969, he moved to Dallas, Texas, and 

managed a number of system engineering activities, including radio systems to 

allow the Coast Guard to communicate with all ships at sea. He returned to 

Maryland and worked for Hughes Network Systems from 1979 to 1994. He had 

various major assignments there, including setting up a test market to determine if 

satellite systems could be sold commercially from 1986 to 1991, which was the first 

project of its kind to test satellites for commercial use. Hughes Network Systems 

later became Direct Satellite Corporation. Mr. Tilley also orchestrated the sale of 

large systems to a major drugstore chain of 4,000 stores that enabled customers to 

refill their prescriptions at any location. The highlight of his vast career, however, 

was spearheading a project that resulted in 6,000 Chrysler dealers being able to 

significantly cut costs by reducing and centralizing their national car and parts 

inventory. 

Mr. Tilley earned a Bachelor of Science in electrical and electronics engineering 

from the University of Virginia in 1956. He went on to receive a Master of Science 

in electrical and electronics engineering from New York University in 1961. He 

graduated from a three-year Ph.D.-level program in communications from Bell 

Telephone Laboratories, Inc., and also completed master-level coursework in 

business through Rockwell International. He is a registered professional engineer in 

the state of Texas and a certified public notary in Maryland. Additionally, he holds a 

certificate in professional management. Since the beginning of his professional life, 

he has attributed his success to truly loving the field and the work, as well as his 

management skills, which have enabled him to successfully bring projects to 

completion. Recognized for his hard work and dedication, he was distinguished as a 

VIP Member of Worldwide Branding in 2009 and 2010. In 2013, he was featured as 

an Elite American Engineer and, most recently, he was the recipient of a Lifetime 

Achievement Award in 2015. Please contact Mr. Tilley via email, at 

jhtilley2@aol.com! 

Did you know? 

In addition to his engineering 

studies, Mr. Tilley spent more 

than 10 years studying the 

Bible; he looked up every word. 

He subsequently wrote a book 

on the analysis of Christ’s 

wants, titled, “Christ 

Acceptable Church.” He feels 

that the Catholic churches need 

to come together again and 

follow the word of Christ. His 

book contains only facts, and no 

opinions or judgment. He is 

awaiting the final copy, and, at 

that point, the book will be 

available on Amazon.com. 
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