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Executive of the Year in  

Food and Beverage Services 

Knowledgeable in all aspects of the food, beverage and 

hospitality sectors, Javier Gavilán has led an impressive career 

that has spanned more than two decades. Throughout his 

career, he has attained knowledge in the areas of field 

operations, private equity, entrepreneurship, valuation, 

diligence, startups, emerging markets and investments, as well 

as systems, applications and products. He is currently working 

to launch a new enterprise, after serving as the CEO of 

International Meal Company (IMC) for nearly a decade. 

“After nine years at IMC, I can gladly say that we had concluded with great success the 

expansion of IMC‘s business across different geographies and brands,” Mr. Gavilán 

says. “It is now time for me to move on to new challenges.” 

In his role at IMC, Mr. Gavilán was responsible for overseeing all daily operations of 

the company, as well as handling 15,000 employees and chains of restaurants all over 

the world, in such countries and provinces as Brazil, Puerto Rico, the Dominican 

Republic, Panama, Colombia, and Mexico. After establishing the company in 2006, Mr. 

Gavilán grew it to encompass numerous brands, including Viena, Frango Assado, 

Wraps, Go Fresh, Brunella, Gino's, and Airports Concepts and Airport Shoppes. Last 

year, he also led a joint venture with Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC. 

Recognized for his many achievements, passion and dedication, Mr. Gavilán was 

recently chosen as a Search the Elite Honoree, and as an Executive of the Year in 

Food and Beverage Services by Worldwide Branding. 

Proficiency in business operations is innate for Mr. Gavilán. His family owned 

Kentucky Fried Chicken Franchises; they started out with three restaurants in Boca 

Raton, Fla.., and eventually expanded to own 18 in total. His early exposure to the 

world of entrepreneurship enabled Mr. Gavilán to realize his passion for the 

hospitality, food and beverage sectors. He earned a Bachelor of Commerce in 

international business from Florida Atlantic University, which paved the way for a 

successful career in the industry. 

Contact Mr. Gavilán  

jgavilan@vivariaholdings.com 

www.javier-gavilan.com 

At a Glance 
 23 years of professional 

experience 

 Former CEO of 

International Meal 

Company 

 Currently launching his 

own enterprise 

 Holds a Bachelor of 

Commerce in international 

business from Florida 

Atlantic University 

 Chosen as a 2016 Search 

the Elite Honoree 

 Distinguished as a 2016 

Executive of the Year in 

Food and Beverage 

Services 

On the Web 
Click here to read Mr. 

Gavilán’s latest press release, 

and here to learn more about 

his Search the Elite 

Distinction! 
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