
Gordon Kirke, Q.C. 

Selected for Inclusion in “Top 

Lawyers: The Secrets to their Success” 
A skilled and experienced barrister and solicitor, 
Gordon Kirke, Q.C. offers quality legal services 
through his private practice, which is located in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. A well-rounded 
attorney, Mr. Kirke has become renowned for 
assisting clients in a number of areas, including 
sports and entertainment law, corporate and 
commercial law, insurance law, personal injury 
law, and professional negligence. He has also 
helped clients in cases pertaining to wills and 
estates, as well as workplace disputes. Having been effectively mediating for 
more than 20 years, Mr. Kirke has successfully handled matters involving 
employment law, occupiers’ liability, sexual assault and intellectual property. 
He is known for his ability to bring people together. When he’s not in the 
courtroom, Mr. Kirke can be found lecturing and teaching at various 
universities throughout the U.S. He has been a special lecturer in sports law 
courses at the University of Toronto since 1985, and has also taught 
entertainment and sports law for both the LL.M. and LL.B. programs at 
Osgoode Hall Law School. 

Noted for his hard work and determination, Mr. Kirke has been named by the 
Globe and Mail as one of the 25 Most Important Persons in Sports. Canadian 
Lawyer Magazine referred to him as "Canada’s Sports Lawyer 
Extraordinaire,” in a cover article, and he is also listed by Lexpert as one of 
Canada’s Best Lawyers. He holds an AV Preeminent Peer Review Rating with 
Martindale-Hubbell, which further serves as a testament to his standard of 
excellence. Most recently, Mr. Kirke was selected to be featured in “Top 
Lawyers: The Secrets to their Success.” Well-regarded in a wide circle of 
business and professional organizations, Mr. Kirke was selected as the first 
Canadian director and is now the first Canadian president of the Sports 
Lawyers Association. He is also on the boards of Grey Cup Committee ’07, 
Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sports, Tennis Canada, Stop the Violence, the 
Special Olympics, CAF, Prostate Cancer Canada, the Scarborough Hospital, 
and many other charitable and sports-related organizations. Additionally, Mr. 
Kirke is a member of the Ontario Bar and International Bar Association. He 
frequently appears on radio and television shows to discuss sports and 
entertainment law, and business matters. 

Education 
 JD, International Bar 

Association in Switzerland, 
with Honors (1992) 

 LL.M. Osgoode Hall Law 
School (1977) 

 LL.B., Osgoode Hall Law 
School (1969)  

 Bachelor of Arts in 
Literature and Languages, 
University of Toronto 
(1967) 

Did You Know? 
Mr. Kirke was retained by the 

Toronto Blue Jays Baseball 
Club for U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell’s investigation into 

performance-enhancing drugs 
in baseball. He completed the 
Players First Report on behalf 

of the Canadian Hockey 
League in connection with 

sexual abuse and harassment 
in hockey. In the sports 

industry, he has represented 
athletes, leagues, teams, 

unions, sponsors, officials and 
executives. Most recently, he 

represented the Toronto Maple 
Leafs Hockey Club in the 

recruitment of a new 
president. He went to 

Kandahar, Afghanistan, with 
Team Canada hockey players 

to entertain Canadian soldiers 
stationed there.  
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