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NEW PROJECTS 

Mota-Engil Africa remains engaged 

in a number of projects. Currently, 

the company is in the process of 

securing a contract to build a $200 

million mall in Johannesburg, South 

Africa, as well as a $650 million 

airport project, called the Bugefera 

Airport, in Rwanda. In addition, the 

company is working on a $1.2 billion 

dam project in Uganda. 

PRESS RELEASE 

For more information about Mr. 

Rodrigues, his accomplishments and 

his endeavors, please click here to 

read his latest press release! 

CONTACT 
Oxford Corner, 6th, 7th and 8th Floor 

32A Jellicoe Avenue 

West Rosebank, Johannesburg 2196 

South Africa  

gilberto.rodrigues@mota-engil.com 

www.africa.mota-engil.com 

2015 EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR IN 

OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT 

G ilberto Rodrigues proudly serves as the CEO of Mota-

Engil Africa, a conglomerate dedicated to providing 

solutions for the continent of Africa as a whole. The 

company does so by addressing and overcoming challenges 

involving mining, energy, logistics and infrastructure. Mr. 

Rodrigues fulfills a number of integral responsibilities in 

his role as CEO, including observing the African market, 

for which he also provides performance documentation. He 

also directly handles the commercial side of the business 

while overseeing its finances and top operations. In 

addition, he is responsible for developing and implementing policies, thus ensuring 

the company’s sustainability. To fulfill these duties, he calls upon his strengths as a 

leader and entrepreneurial skills. 

Recently, Mota-Engil Africa completed an extremely significant project. The Nacala 

Corridor Project in Malawi connected the Moatize coal mine in Tete Province in 

Mozambique to the Nacala Port over a total distance of more than 562 miles. Mota-

Engil worked on both sections of the project, which included the construction and 

renovation of existing railway, as well as the construction of a new railway line. 

Another notable project completed by Mota-Engil Africa was the Luanda 

International Airport in Angola, in 1952. The landmark construction of the Luanda 

International Airport was the first major public work executed by Mota-Engil Africa 

in Angola, and was completed for the provincial government at the time. To learn 

more about these and other projects, please click here. 

When Mr. Rodrigues was very young, he wanted to be a civil engineer. After earning 

a master’s degree in civil engineering in Portugal, he served as an onsite engineer, site 

manager and project manager. He was then invited to Africa in 2001 and stayed there 

ever since. He became the country manager, then regional director, and was finally 

promoted to CEO of the continent. 

Over the course of an impressive career, Mr. Rodrigues has earned a reputation of 

distinction for his exceptional efforts. He received a Portuguese Republic COTEC 

Prize for Entrepreneurship from the Portuguese Honorary Council in 2012 and was 

distinguished as a VIP Member of Worldwide Branding in 2013. Additionally, Mr. 

Rodrigues was selected an Executive of the Year in Operations Management in both 

2013 and 2015, was chosen to be included in Pro-Files Magazine in 2013. He was 

featured among the Elite Worldwide Executives & Professionals in 2014 and 2015. 

In 2014, he was the recipient of Worldwide Branding’s Lifetime Achievement 

Award and Distinguished Humanitarian Award. Notably, he will be featured in an 

upcoming edition of “Top 101 Industry Experts.” In the coming years, Mr. Rodrigues 

intends to grow the business in Africa. He has grown it from 300 million to 1.5 billion 

Euros, and wants to continue that upward trend. Thus, he is cultivating the business 

and expanding into other countries. Mr. Rodrigues wants Mota-Engil Africa to be 

seen as a top-quality company, and is preparing for someone to succeed him. 
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