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ACCOLADES 

 Search the Elite Honoree (2015) 

 Lifetime Achievement Award, Worldwide 

Branding (2015, 2013) 

 Selected for Inclusion among the Elite 

American Executives (2015, 2010) 

 Named Professional of the Year in 

Regulatory Science by Worldwide 

Branding (2014, 2010) 

 Chosen for an exclusive feature in “Top 

101 Industry Experts” by Worldwide 

Branding (2010) 

 President’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 

International Association for Food 

Protection (2004) 

 Secretary’s Award for Distinguished 

Service (2003) 

 Group Recognition Award, Microbiology 

Rapid Methods Working Group, Food and 

Drug Administration (1997) 

 In Superior Service Award for Public 

Health Service (1995) 

 On the Spot and Excellence in Science 

Awards, Food and Drug Administration 

(1994) 

 International’s Harvey W. Wiley Award, 

Association of Official Analytical 

Chemists (1991) 

 Group Recognition Award, Chinese 

Canned Mushroom Group, Food and Drug 

Administration (1990) 

 Distinguished Service Award, Rapid 

Methods and Automation in Microbiology 

Workshops, Division of Continuing 

Education, Kansas State University, 

Manhattan (1987-1997) 

2015 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD RECIPIENT 

Reginald W. Bennett, MS, DDG, FAAM, is a 

senior policy analyst for the Office of 

Regulatory Science at the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration, a government organization 

that promotes public health through the 

regulation and supervision of safety in food, 

tobacco products, dietary supplements and 

pharmaceutical drugs. Mr. Bennett has 

occupied a role for the past 55 years and is 

known for his expertise is in all things food 

microbiology. He is responsible for 

conducting research and analyzing for 

bacterial food poisoning. In 2011, the Food 

Safety Modernization Act was established as a 

reform of the preceding food safety laws. This 

innovative change was signed into law by 

President Obama in 2011 and has since aimed to ensure the complete safety 

of the United States food supply by focusing on preventing contamination, 

instead of simply responding to it. 

In accordance with his lifelong love for science, Mr. Bennett earned a 

Bachelor of Science in microbiology from the University of Pittsburgh in 

1955 and subsequently went on to receive a Master of Science in 

Microbiology from the same university in 1958. Since joining the industry, 

he has authored and co-authored more than 150 peer-reviewed journal 

articles and book chapters, and has presented at conferences and meetings in 

14 different countries. Mr. Bennett has also been credited with developing 

methods for detecting and identifying heat-altered staphylococcal 

enterotoxins in canned foods. His knowledge and skill set have also 

equipped him to train industry professionals in the United States and around 

the world. Today, Mr. Bennett actively maintains affiliations with the 

Institute of Food Technologists, American Society for Microbiology and 

International Association for Food Protection. Notably, he was also inducted 

as a fellow into the Association of Official Analytical Chemists International 

and the American Academy of Microbiology. 

THE FIRST 50 

For a detailed description of Mr. Bennett’s life and career, click here 

to view his online slideshow. Titled, “The First 50: The pioneering 

journey of a minority food microbiologist in the federal service of the 

U.S.A,” this PowerPoint presentation will be donated to the National 

Museum of African American History and Culture. 

http://www.fda.gov/
http://www.topfoodmicrobiologist.com/
http://wwlifetimeachievement.com/2015/06/24/reginald-bennett/
http://eliteamericanexecutives.com/2015/05/15/reginald-bennett/
http://eliteamericanexecutives.com/2015/05/15/reginald-bennett/
http://top101industryexperts.com/2015/06/22/reginald-bennett/
http://top101industryexperts.com/2015/06/22/reginald-bennett/
https://www.asm.org/images/pdf/Policy/bennettslides.pdf
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Q&A WITH MR. BENNETT 

An excerpt from Mr. Bennett’s feature in  

“Top101 Industry Experts.” 

Q. On what topic(s) do you consider yourself to be an expert? 

A. Bacterial toxins, particularly the staphylococcal and bacillus 

toxins. 

Q. What characteristics help to separate you from your 

competitors? 

A. [I work] in very specific disciplines in microbial food poisoning. 

Q. What motivates you? 

A. Contributing to public health and safety. 

Q. What lessons have you learned as a professional in your field 

for the past 50 years? 

A. In order to become an international expert, it is necessary to 

focus on a specific area of research within a scientific discipline. I 

have also learned career integrity in presenting scientific facts and 

results as they are. 

Q. What advice can you offer fellow members or others 

aspiring to work in your industry? 

A. Remain emotionally detached and let pure science be your 

guide. 

Q. Have you contributed to any publications or to research in 

your field? 

A. I have widely published [an article on] bacterial food poisoning 

and developed methods for toxin detection and identification. The 

article is about the methods for the detection of staphylococcal and 

bacillus enterotoxins, the organism staphylococcus aureus and 

serotyping of listeria monocytogenes. There were also four method 

chapters of the FDA’s “Bacteriological Analytical Manual.” 

Q. Do you do any public speaking? 

A. Yes — I primarily teach in the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration, state health facilities, and federal government 

health facilities. I also speak at national and international meetings 

on food safety; I have made over 200 presentations. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Mr. Bennett has delivered technical 

presentations domestically at food and 

drug laboratories, ASM Meetings, 

AOAC Meetings, Rapid Methods 

Workshops at Kansas State University 

and Rapid Methods Symposiums at 

University of Wisconsin-River Falls. 

He has given academic and 

organizational lectures at various 

universities and organizations. 

Internationally, he has delivered 65 

technical presentations in 14 countries, 

including China, Germany and Egypt. 

Some of his presentations have been 

sponsored by the government and he 

has also completed special assignments 

of the Food and Drug Administration. 

Mr. Bennett's career vision statement 

is, “A good method renders more 

service to science than the elaboration 

of highly theoretical speculations.” 

 

MR. BENNETT ON 

THE WEB 

Click here to watch Mr. 

Bennett’s online video! 

Click here to read Mr. 

Bennett’s latest press 

release! 

 

CONTACT 

5100 Paint Branch Parkway  

College Park, MD 20740  

P: (703) 368-4940  

E: reginald.bennett@fda.hhs.gov 

W: www.reginald-bennett.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fulUTpdOzYw
http://www.worldwidewhoswhoreleases.com/press-release/reginald-w-bennett-named-an-executive-of-the-year-in-regulatory-science
mailto:reginald.bennett@fda.hhs.gov
http://www.reginald-bennett.com/

