
 

Ozzie Areu Selected to be Featured in “Top 

101 Industry Experts” 
 

As president of Tyler Perry Studios, Ozzie Areu plays an 

integral role in the work of an extremely talented writer, 

director, producer, creator and actor. He works diligently 

beside Mr. Perry to oversee all aspects of the studio, 

including business management, operations, feature 

films, television shows, stage play productions and new 

business projects. Mr. Areu leads the way to maintain 

the Tyler Perry Studios vision, “A Place Where Even 

Dreams Believe,” where positive entertainment is 

created for the entire family.  

From casting to budgeting and beyond, Mr. Areu is the 

person who is trusted to “put it all together” when it 

comes to new projects. He spearheads Mr. Perry’s 

creative vision and has been a driving force  behind 

most of the films, including MADEA’S BIG HAPPY 

FAMILY, GOOD DEEDS, MADEA’S WITNESS PROTECTION, 

TEMPTATION: CONFESSIONS OF A MARRIAGE COUNSELOR, THE SINGLE MOMS CLUB, A 

MADEA CHRISTMAS, and MADEA’S TOUGH LOVE. Mr. Areu manages 34th Street Films, a 

Tyler Perry production arm that discovered the film PRECIOUS while at the Sundance Film 

Festival, and produced the movies PEEPLES and FOR COLORED GIRLS, which was named 

Best Picture at the 2011 BET Awards. He has produced almost 600 episodes of 

successful situational dramas and sitcoms. These include episodes of the television 

series IF LOVING YOU IS WRONG, THE HAVES AND THE HAVE NOTS, LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, 

FOR BETTER OR WORSE, MEET THE BROWNS, and HOUSE OF PAYNE, which received four 

NAACP Image awards in 2012 and 2013. 

Mr. Areu has come a long way since 1995, when he started his career in security with 

Warner Bros. in Burbank, California. He worked for Bright Kauffman Crane Productions on 

the sets of NBC’s VERONICA’S CLOSET and JESSIE, along with one of the most popular 

sitcoms, Emmy-winning FRIENDS. By virtue and hard work he advanced steadily within 

the entertainment industry, earning the opportunity to work professionally alongside Brad 

Pitt, Jennifer Aniston and Ellen DeGeneres. His talents caught the attention of Tyler Perry, 

who believed in Mr. Areu enough to appoint him as president of his TV & Motion Picture 

Studio in 2008. Also, coming from a Cuban background, Mr. Areu understands the 

significance of diversity in the workplace, and feels it brings creativity and innovation to 

the studio.  

As for the future, Mr. Areu intends to continue delivering positive entertainment on a 

worldwide scale. He shares that Tyler Perry Studios plans to fund and develop promising 

projects through 34th Street Films. Additionally, Mr. Areu’s story will soon be featured in 

Worldwide Publishing’s esteemed publication, “Top 101 Industry Experts,” which 

examines lives of successful executives, professionals and entrepreneurs.   
 

Contact Ozzie 
ozzie@tylerperrystudios.com 

Filmography as 

President of Tyler Perry 

Studios 

 

Tyler Perry’s Madea's Tough Love 

(2015) 

The Single Moms Club 

(2014) 

If Loving You Is Wrong                       

(TV Series, 2014-Present) 

The Haves and the Have Nots 

(TV Series, 2013-Present) 

Love Thy Neighbor 

(TV Series, 2013) 

For Better or Worse 

(TV Series, 2011-Present) 

Tyler Perry’s A Madea Christmas                   

(2013) 

Peeples 

(2013) 

Temptation: Confessions of a 

Marriage Counselor 

(2013) 

Madea Gets a Job 

(2013) 

I Don't Want to Do Wrong 

(2012) 

Madea's Witness Protection 

(2012) 

 Aunt Bam's Place 

(2012) 
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Filmography 
(Continued) 

 

House of Payne 

(TV Series, 2006-2012) 

Good Deeds 

(2012) 

Meet the Browns 

(TV Series, 2009-2012) 

A Madea Christmas 

(2011) 

Madea's Big Happy Family 

(2011)  

For Colored Girls 

(2010) 

Why Did I Get Married Too? 

(2010) 

The Tyler Perry Show 

(TV Series, 2010) 

I Can Do Bad All by Myself 

(2009) 

Madea Goes to Jail 

(2009) 

Why Did I Get Married? 

(2007) 

 

Please visit Ozzie’s 

IMDb profile to view his 

full filmography. 

 

www.tylerperry.com/studio 

Ozzie Areu Receives                           

Georgia Highlight Award  

At the Georgia Entertainment Gala on January 10, 2015, Ozzie Areu 

received the Georgia Highlight Award in recognition of his involvement in 

the community. To view Mr. Areu’s acceptance speech, please click here. 

Mr. Areu was also interviewed at the Gala to discuss the ongoing growth 

of Tyler Perry Studios. To view the interview, please click here. 

Q&A with Ozzie Areu 
An exclusive excerpt from Ozzie’s upcoming feature in “Top 

101 Industry Experts” 

Q. What motivates you? 

A. The opportunity of working so closely with my mentor, Mr. Tyler Perry, 

and being a part of this journey with him is extremely gratifying to me.   

Also, being entirely involved and seeing his work from start to finish 

motivates met tremendously. Working on both the production side and 

studio side at the same time definitely keeps me on my toes and I 

absolutely love it! Also, working along side my brothers and my sister is a 

dream come true.  

 

Q. What is the most difficult obstacle or challenge you have faced 

in pursuit of your goals? 

A. It’s important to understand that every goal we set naturally comes with 

a plethora of obstacles that are attached to that goal. These challenges 

show up in our lives as a set of obstacles or problems that we must 

surpass in order to get to our end destination, which is our goal. In fact, 

unless we successfully maneuver through bumps in the road and 

overcome them, than we will fail to learn the valuable lessons that are 

required to help us achieve — and keep — our goal when we get to that 

end destination. 

 

Q. What advice can you offer fellow members or others aspiring 

to work in your industry? 

A. Be a sponge; learn all you can learn. The information & knowledge that 

you can gain is priceless. The most important traits to have are integrity, 

tenacity and to always put the company’s best interest first and last but 

not least, never ever give up! “Sheer persistence can be the difference 

between success and failure.”  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1129570/
http://www.tylerperry.com/studio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CX7G6gknEQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSvc50puq2g

