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“Libraries and librarians are still needed in this 21st 

century technological world. Librarians are 

information specialists who can help users navigate 

the ever-expanding informational universe.” 
— Melanie Freese 

Melanie Freese is passionate about knowledge. For the past four 
decades, she has helped countless students and other knowledge-
seekers obtain the information they need. Ms. Freese is a librarian 
and information specialist with a background in education. She has 
spent the past 28 years with Hofstra University, where she serves as 
Associate Professor of Library Services for the school’s Joan and 
Donald E. Axinn Library. A major portion of her work there is 
devoted to the Curriculum Materials Center; she is tasked with 
cataloging a variety of materials and is involved with the 
management of the center. Ms. Freese has presented numerous 
training workshops on various aspects of cataloging and 
classification to faculty and staff in both technical and public 
services. She also reviews materials for "Libraries Alive," a 
publication of the National Church Library Association. 
 

Additionally, Ms. Freese is noted for her devotion to community 
service; she is very active with St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Baldwin, N.Y. She started teaching Sunday school at the 
age of 14, and has served as the church librarian since 1978. Ms. 
Freese also volunteers as a lector. 
 

A recipient of multiple awards for her work and community service, 
Ms. Freese has become a valuable mentor to many individuals. She 
will soon be interviewed by Geri Solomon, Hofstra University’s 
archivist, about her career and experience as a lifelong Baldwin 
resident. Ms. Solomon will also be asking questions pertaining to Ms. 
Freese’s father, the esteemed Dr. Walter Freese (see page 2 for more 
information). 
 

Despite her longevity in the field, Ms. Freese doesn’t intend to retire 
anytime soon. She looks forward to continuing to assist others in all 
aspects of her life. 

Meet Melanie Freese 
 
 Master of Library Science, C.W. Post 

Campus, Long Island University (1977) 
 Master's Degree in Elementary 

Education, Hofstra University (1969) 
 Bachelor's Degree in Elementary 

Education, Minor in History, Hofstra 
University (1967) 

 Certified Public Librarian (1977) 
 Certified Teacher, Newborn to Sixth 

Grade, State of New York 
 Sunday School Teacher, Librarian and 

Lector at St. Peter's Lutheran Church 
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 Former President of the Board of 
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Business and Professional Women's 
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Association, Kappa Delta Pi, and Beta 
Phi Mu 

Spring 2013 Newsletter 
 

 

Melanie Freese 
Associate Professor of Library Services 

Joan and Donald E. Axinn Library, Hofstra University 
Hempstead, NY 

Phone: (516) 463-6423  •  Email: melanie.l.freese@hofstra.edu 

www.melaniefreese.com 
 
 

 



 
 

Melanie L. Freese, MLS 
 

Spring 2013 Newsletter 
 
 

 

Hofstra University Library’s Special Collections 

Department Honors Walter C. Freese 
 Dr. Walter Freese was a prominent member of the Long Island community 

for many decades. An exhibit at Hofstra University highlights Dr. Freese’s 
work, from his days operating a home office in Baldwin in the 1920s and 
1930s, to his appointment as the head of the division of general surgery at 
Nassau Hospital (now known as Winthrop University Hospital). He also 
served as an attending surgeon at Meadowbrook Hospital and Mercy 
Hospital, as well as president of the Nassau County Medical Society and one 
of nine police surgeons in Nassau County. Additionally, Dr. Freese was a 
successful businessman and proud family man. 
 

The exhibit looks into Dr. Freese’s endeavors, both within and outside of the 
medical field, through a collection of photographs, certificates, newspaper 
clippings, scrapbooks, and more. Also on display are Dr. Freese’s medical 
bag, medical supplies, and four of his medical books. 
 

For more information about the exhibit, please click here. 
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Find Melanie  
on the Web! 

 

Click here to view Melanie’s 
exclusive video profile. 

 
To listen to Melanie’s interview 

on Elite Radio Network,  
click here. 

 
In 2012, Melanie received a 

Lifetime Achievement award. 
Learn more. 

 
Click here to read Melanie’s 

 latest press release. 
 

Melanie has been distinguished 
as a Top Female Executive, Elite 

American Educator, and Industry 
Expert in Library Services. 

 
 

Did You Know? 
Melanie was featured in the 

inaugural edition of Pro-Files 
Magazine.  

 

Left: Dr. Walter Freese 
 Above: The Freese Family 
 

Both images are on display at the 
Walter C. Freese exhibition at 
Hofstra University 

http://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/Library/libspc_Walter_C_Freese_Collection_Finding_Aid.pdf
http://www.24-7pressrelease.com/press-release/melanie-l-freese-mls-inducted-into-worldwide-whos-who-for-excellence-in-library-services-326385.php
http://www.eliteradionetwork.com/MelanieFreese
http://worldwidelifetimeachievement.com/melanie-freese1
http://www.24-7pressrelease.com/press-release/melanie-l-freese-recognized-by-worldwide-whos-who-for-excellence-in-library-services-264991.php
http://topfemaleexecutives.wordpress.com/2013/02/01/melanie-freese/
http://eliteamericaneducators.com/Melanie-Freese
http://eliteamericaneducators.com/Melanie-Freese
http://www.101industryexperts.com/expert-profile/-melanie--freese-expt399.aspx
http://www.101industryexperts.com/expert-profile/-melanie--freese-expt399.aspx
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See What People Are Saying … 
 

Dear Professor Freese: 
 

Congratulations on being recognized by Worldwide Who’s Who for showing 
dedication, leadership and excellence in library services. This achievement is a 
tribute to your unique talents, your character, and your sense of dedication. Your 
accomplishments reflect well on Hofstra University and help to enhance our 
reputation as a nationally prominent university. 
 

On behalf of the Hofstra community, I offer my sincere congratulations and wish 
you the best in all of your endeavors. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Stuart Rabinowitz 
President of Hofstra University 
 
 
Melanie, 
 

Since the commencement of this project to catalog the holdings in the Music 
Library, I find that an amazing new world has opened up for me. Concepts, 
procedures, and ideals, which I have been aware of in my varying roles as a 
library support staff member, have come together in making this project an 
exciting experience for me. Working under your guidance has already brought 
pieces of the Music Library collection out of hiding and available for students 
and faculty. 
 

— Den Collins, Supervisor of the Music Library at Hofstra University 
 
 
Dear Melanie, 
 

We cannot express how much Daelynn has loved being your student for the past 
few years. Thank you so much for helping her to grow spiritually and for all the 
support you give her. Daelynn will miss you terribly! We look forward to you 
teaching Jamie in September. 
 

— Jamie, Darien and Daelynn 
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In Her Own Words 
 

An exclusive excerpt from Melanie’s 
feature in Who’s Who Publishers’ “Top 

101 Industry Experts” book … 
 

Q. What would you like to promote 
most about yourself? 
A. I’m available to mentor others looking 
to get into the library science 
profession. I could give them the 
benefits of my experience. I certainly 
have a historical perspective from when 
we worked off of a card catalogue 
system. 

Q. What is the most rewarding aspect 
of your career? 
A. I truly enjoy sharing my love of books 
with the students and people who come 
into the library. I bring them along so 
that they can learn to do research and 
find the best resources possible for 
them. Since I catalogue the educational 
materials, I am actually working with 
materials that future teachers are going 
to use. They get exposed to the best of 
educational materials. 
 
I’ve also been a Sunday school teacher 
for nearly 50 years. While I was never 
lucky enough to have children of my 
own, over the years I’ve had hundreds of 
what I call my ‘soul children’ — 
nurturing them in their faith has been a 
truly rewarding experience. 
 

 


